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Summary of Baseline Findings 
 
Method 
Domrei randomly selected 54 villages/clusters in three districts of Kampot Province: 
Kampong Bay (15 clusters), Kampot (20 clusters) and Dang Tong (19 clusters). Field 
supervisors randomly selected households with youths aged 15 to 24 years. Interviewers 
administered a structured questionnaire to all eligible respondents in the selected 
households. The target of 1100 completed interviews was reached.  
 
Sample Characteristics 
The sample includes a total of 1178 youth, among which 541 (46 percent) are male and 637 
(54 percent) are female. Because the sample was stratified by district, the number of 
respondents by district are comparable and range between 332 (28 percent) in Kampong 
Bay to 430 (36.5 percent) in Kampot. The number of individuals under 20 (653 or 55 
percent) is slightly higher than the number of young adults (525 or 45 percent). 
 
Wealth Ranking 
There are substantial differences between the three districts, with Kampot having the highest 
proportion of very poor households (25 percent) and Kampong Bay the highest proportion of 
better off households (40 percent). These differences in wealth explain to a large extent 
district differences in literacy rates and in schooling. There are no differences in wealth 
between male and female respondents, so gender differences cannot be attributed to 
differences in household wealth. 
 
Respondent Background 
In the 20-24 age group, the proportion of married women (64 percent) is greater than of 
married men (36 percent), as in Cambodia women tend to marry younger than men. The 
vast majority of the respondents live with their parents, including young married women. 
Close to nine boys in ten live with their parents. Less than 15 percent of young men live 
away from parents or relatives/in laws. The great majority of respondents are ethnic Khmers, 
and declare themselves Buddhists. However, the proportion of respondents belonging to the 
Muslim Cham minority is relatively high at 10 percent. The bulk of our Cham respondents 
live in Kampong Bay (25 percent) and in Kampot (nine percent). 
 
School and Work 
As expected there were marked differences in schooling between age groups and sex. 
Proportionally more young men (55%) than young women (42%) in the 15-19 age group are 
attending school. Five percent of the respondents reported that they had never attended 
school. Young women are far more likely than young men to never have attended school. 
Half of the youth can read, write and understand a simple sentence in Khmer. Almost one in 
five has no literacy skills at all. Around a third of the youth have some limited literacy skills. 
 
A quarter of the young people in our sample reported that they worked for money. Around 
half of the young women aged 20 to 24, reported that they spent all the money that they 
earned. This is probably related to the higher proportion of young women in this age group 
who are married, have children and are responsible for their own household. A quarter of the 
respondents reported that they had ever worked outside of their village. On average they 
worked outside of the village for quite short periods (mean 2.3 months, median one month). 
Proportionally more young men (34%) than young women (18%) have worked outside of the 
village. 
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Pregnancy and Children 
Only 7 percent of the young women in our sample were pregnant at the time of the interview. 
The proportion was higher among older women. Twenty one percent of the young people in 
the three districts had one or more children at the time of the survey. Twice as many young 
women (29%) than young men (12%) have children. This is expected as women marry and 
start child rearing at an earlier age than men. 
 
Leisure Activities 
Sleeping and studying were two of the most common activities reported although they would 
probably not be considered leisure activities in more developed countries. We deliberately 
used a leading question to elicit more responses to this question – What do you usually do in 
your leisure time? – which pre-supposes that people have leisure time and do something 
with it. Despite this, it was often difficult to elicit a response that was not related to work. 
Young women are slightly more likely to engage in solo activities like reading or sewing 
while young men are more likely to play group games like football.  
 
Assertiveness 
Overall, about half the youth would dare to tell others their opinion, or give and receive 
compliments. Two thirds of young men dare to initiate a conversation while most young 
women said that they would not. Most young people would not dare to remind someone to 
return something they had borrowed. In addition, most young people would not dare to ask 
for a favour. Three quarters of young women would not dare to ask for a favour compared to 
half of young men. 
 
Smoking 
Barely two percent of the girls ever tried smoking, against more than a quarter of the boys 
under 20 and over half of the young men. None of our female respondents are active 
smokers, in the sense that none reported smoking a cigarette in the last week. The boys 
(under 20 years) who smoke smoke on average one pack a week, while the young men (20 
years and over) smoke one pack and a half a week. Few respondents smoked more than 
one pack a day.  
 
Alcohol Use 
Two thirds of the boys under 20 years, and close to nine tenths of the young men, have tried 
alcohol. Over two thirds of the women in the older age group have tried alcohol at least 
once, often as traditional medicine after giving birth. Half of the males say they get drunk 
either always or sometimes, against less than 15 percent of females. Age differences are 
also statistically significant, with more of the older male respondents getting drunk 
“sometimes”. 
 
Drugs of Addiction 
Practically everyone (97 percent) has heard of drugs, though it is only among the 20-24 year 
men that the proportion of people who knows someone who takes drugs exceeds one in 
five. The most widely tried substance is the synthetic amphetamine called yama, followed by 
marijuana and glue. Only one respondent said a friend of his tried heroin. 
 
Attitudes and Perceptions of Substance Use 
The interviewers read six statements and asked the respondents if they strongly disagreed, 
disagreed, agreed or strongly agreed. The high proportion of “strongly disagrees” suggests 
that the respondents do have strong opinions on these matters, which is not surprising as 
they are all consistent with socially acceptable attitudes. All statements but one showed 
statistically significant differences, with girls being invariably more “reasonable” than boys 
were. 
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Girls either disagreed more strongly than boys did, or agreed less strongly than boys agree. 
In other words, girls are also more confident in voicing their negative opinions on cigarettes, 
alcohol and drugs. The only statement that elicited more agreement than disagreement from 
both and girls is the one that was not referring directly to the respondent and phrased in 
general terms (i.e. using “people who” rather than “you”).  
 
HIV/AIDS Knowledge 
Awareness and knowledge on HIV/AIDS is high. Only two respondents said they never 
heard of HIV/AIDS. The majority of the respondents in all three districts know at least one 
person who is infected with HIV. Knowledge on HIV transmission is high, though the myths 
that one can contract HIV by touching an HIV infected person or through mosquitoes persist. 
Knowledge on HIV prevention is not as high. Use of condoms in preventing HIV infection is 
well known. However, a third and a half of the respondents do not know that washing 
genitals after sex, and that withdrawal, respectively, do not protect against HIV infection. A 
third of the respondents are not sure if having sex with a virgin can cure of HIV/AIDS or not. 
A higher proportion of girls (60 percent) than boys (47 percent) know where to get HIV 
testing. The differences between districts are also statistically significant, with the proportion 
in Kampong Bay (70 percent) double that of Dang Tong (35 percent). 
 
Attitudes and Perceptions of Sex and Condom Use 
Girls strongly disapprove of premarital sex (93 percent), as do boys – though much less so 
(55 percent). Boys are less assertive than girls are in regards to condom use. Fewer are 
willing to talk about safe sex with their partner, less willing to put on a condom, and more 
hesitant to refuse to have sex without a condom. 
 
Sexual Behaviour 
Girls marry at a younger age than boys do, so that by the age of 19, nearly a third have 
already had sex, against about a quarter of the boys. In the last 12 months, sexually active 
girls had, on average, one partner while boys on average had between one and two. In both 
cases, the number of partners does not vary with age. Girls only report sex with their 
husbands (99-100% of sexually active females) whereas boys also report having sex with 
friends (19/541 or 3.5 percent of all males) – and prostitutes (27/541 or five percent). All of 
the twenty-seven men who reported having last had sex with a commercial sex worker said 
they used a condom to prevent STI. Husbands very rarely wear condoms with their wives, 
but over half wore a condom when they had sex with a girl friend. 
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Background to the Survey 
 
This survey provides baseline data for measuring the impact of the UNESCAP project 
Strengthening life skills for positive youth health behavior. The goal of the project is to 
reduce the threat to the health of disadvantaged youth from HIV/AIDS and substance use. 
 
The project and the baseline survey were conducted in four countries Cambodia, China 
(Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region), the Philippines and Sri Lanka. The project targets 
disadvantaged youth (aged 15-24) from the lower socio-economic strata of society and who 
do not have opportunities to learn essential life skills. 
 
The survey objective was to collect baseline data and provide relevant and reliable current 
indicators at the beginning of the project, from a random sample of 1,100 youth aged 15-24 
years representative of youth in three underserved districts of Kampot province.  
 
The aim of the survey was to understand the situation among youth on the knowledge, 
attitude and behavior concerning HIV/AIDS and substance use in Dang Tong, Kampot and 
Kampong Bay districts of Kampot province. This data is essential to measure the results of 
project interventions, assist in future program development and to ensure the relevant 
evaluation at the end of the UNESCAP project. 
 
 

 
Picture 1: Domrei interviewers approach 
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Methodology 

Sample Design 
 
We based our sample design on a stratified three-stage process. UNESCAP selected three 
contiguous districts in Kampot province: Kampot, Kampong Bay and Dang Tong. To allow 
statistically significant comparisons between these three districts, we targeted a sample size 
of at least 350 in each district. We then randomly selected villages (or clusters) in all three 
districts. Because the number of villages in Kampong Bay was smaller than the target 
number of clusters (18 per district), we chose extra clusters in Dang Tong and Kampot to 
reach a total sample size of 1,100 respondents. We thus selected all 15 villages in Kampong 
Bay, and randomly selected 19 villages in Dang Tong and 20 villages in Kampot. We 
selected villages in Kampot and Dang Tong using probabilities proportional to population 
size (PPS). Once in the village, supervisors randomly selected households using the EPI-
walk method and assigned them to the interviewers. 
 

Baseline Instrument 
 
Based on the questionnaires sent by UNESCAP, Domrei adapted the instrument using 
Domrei instrument layout. Domrei re-arranged the questions, beginning with less 
threatening/personal questions and leading to topics that were more sensitive. We added a 
wealth ranking section, which allowed us to compute a wealth-ranking indicator and 
compare data from different socio-economic groups. We also added a standardized 
Cambodian literacy test to the end of questionnaire to measure functional literacy among 
youth in the target areas. For the substance use sections (Cigarettes, Alcohol and Drugs), 
we use the same questions and answer codes to allow comparison of results. The HIV/AID 
knowledge section was refined to become a HIV/AIDS knowledge test with correct and 
incorrect responses. This provides a more objective measure and facilitates comparison with 
end line results. We divided the questionnaire into thirteen short sections as follows (see 
appendix 1 for the full questionnaire).  

·  Section 1: Household assets 
·  Section 2: Respondent’s background 
·  Section 3: Pregnancy and children 
·  Section 4: Leisure time activities 
·  Section 5: Assertiveness 
·  Section 6: Cigarettes 
·  Section 7: Alcohol 
·  Section 8: Drugs of addiction 
·  Section 9: Attitudes and perceptions of substance use 
·  Section 10: HIV/AIDS Knowledge 
·  Section 11: Attitudes and perceptions on sex and condom use 
·  Section 12: Sexual behavior 
·  Section 13: Literacy test 

 
There were 108 questions in the final instrument. Skip codes were used to avoid asking 
respondents irrelevant questions and to optimise interview time. The research Director and 
Field Editors built consistency checks into the instrument to facilitate checking 
questionnaires in the field. Despite the number of questions, the average time per interview 
was around 30 minutes. 
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Data Collection 
 
Domrei recruited and trained three teams for the baseline data collection. Each team 
comprised a Field Supervisor, an Assistant Supervisor/Field Editor and four interviewers 
(two male and two female). Each team was responsible for the collecting the sample in one 
of the three target districts for the survey. 
 
The Research Director trained interviewers over five days in early July. The second last day 
of the training was a full field test of the instrument in two rural villages of Kampong Speu 
Province. Based on the results of the pre-test, the interviewers helped to revise and produce 
the final questionnaire.  
 
The teams began data collection began on the 11th of July and were completed within two 
weeks. Interviewers interviewed respondents of the same sex to improve the quality of the 
data. Field editors checked each questionnaire after the interviews were completed, and 
resolved inconsistencies with the interviewers. The Field Editor and the Supervisors checked 
all the questionnaires before leaving the village. Two reserve interviewers and one research 
assistant entered the data as it arrived from the field. 
 
The Research Director spent the first days in the field to check data quality and supervise all 
three teams. This allowed us to correct small mistakes before the teams had collected too 
much data. Heavy rains complicated data collection. Some villages in Kampot and Kampong 
Bay were flooded, and some bridges and roads were out in Dang Tong district. 
Notwithstanding these constraints, the teams completed 21+ interviews in every selected 
village. 
 

 

Picture 2: Domrei interviewers also work at night 
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Data Analysis 
 
Domrei staff entered the data on a purposely-designed MS Access database that included 
legal values and consistency checks. We analyzed the data using the statistical software 
packages STATA and Epi-Info. We present results either in simple tables and/or in graphs. 
Comparisons between districts are not weighted, as the sample was stratified by districts, 
and clusters selected with probabilities proportional to population size. All the other inferred 
comparisons between youth are weighted to take into account unequal sampling 
probabilities in the three districts, unless if we specify that these measures only refer to the 
respondents in our sample. We refer to respondents when sample numbers are too small for 
statistical inference (e.g. drug users), and to youth when sample numbers are large enough 
to generalize to the population of youth in the three districts. We specify sample numbers (n) 
in each table and figure. Statistically significant differences at 95% are noted in the graphs or 
under the tables. The presentation of results follows the same order as the questionnaire 
(see annex). We explain specific analysis methods in the relevant section. 
 

 

Picture 3: Domrei interviewers have all the fun 
 
 

Sample Coverage 
 
Interviewers selected 1258 young people for interview and successfully interviewed 1178 
young people. The response rate was very satisfactory at 93.6 percent. The following figure 
shows the interview results.  
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male female

by selected respondent's sex
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Domrei - UNESCAP Youth Survey, 2006

n=1258 respondents selected
Interview results and response rate

 
Interview Result Frequency Percent Cum. Percent 

Completed 1178 93.6% 93.6% 
Incomplete – respondent termination 2 0.2% 93.8% 
Respondent refusal 9 0.7% 94.5% 
Parent/guardian/spouse refusal 8 0.6% 95.2% 
Not found after two appointments 61 4.8% 100.0% 
Total 1258 100.0% 100.0% 

Figure 1: Interview Results and Response Rate 
 
 
Interviewers selected 80 respondents for interview and interviews were not completed. 
Overall, the non-response rate was very low at 6.4 percent. To determine the characteristics 
of non-responders, we calculated some statistics for the incomplete or refused interviews. 
More of the non-response was male at 63.8 percent (only 47% of the selected sample was 
male). This probably reflects the higher proportion of young men who were working far from 
the village at the time of the survey. 
 

Limitations 
 
Data collection for the survey took place at the height of the wet season in Cambodia. This 
made the fieldwork more difficult as road conditions were deteriorating daily as the fieldwork 
progressed. In some cases, villages that were accessible to large vehicles at the beginning 
of data collection were no longer accessible by the end of data collection. This factor 
affected the response rate slightly in Dang Tong and Kampot districts, as it was sometimes 
difficult or unwise for the teams to return to a village for an appointment with a single 
respondent. 
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With the exception of the literacy section, which is an objective test, the survey was a self-
report questionnaire. Therefore, the data was prone to all the potential sources of self-report 
bias. Respondents may have been too embarrassed to answer some questions truthfully or 
conversely they may have tried to please the interviewer and answer appropriately. In 
common with other self-report surveys, it is possible that responses to sensitive or illegal 
activities, like drug use or sex before marriage are an underestimate. However, considerable 
effort went into designing the questionnaire and the interview to limit the impact of these 
factors. 
 
Apart from the factors noted above, the researchers identified no limitations that would bias 
or otherwise affect the quality of the data.  
 
 

 

Picture 4: Domrei interviewers have all sorts of ad ventures 
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Baseline Results 
 
We present the survey results in roughly the same order as the questions appeared in the 
questionnaire (see annex 1).  
 

Sample Characteristics 
 
The following table shows the completed sample by sex and age group. 
 

Table 1: Completed Sample by Sex and Age 
Sex Sample Percent 
Male 541 45.9% 
Female 637 54.1% 
Age Groups   
15 – 19 years 653 55.4% 
20 – 24 years 525 44.6% 

Total  1178 100.0% 

 
The sex bias in the response rate mentioned above, slightly affected the sex breakdown of 
the sample. For the 1258 selected respondents, the sex ratios were 53 percent female and 
47 percent male respectively. This closely reflects the sex distribution of the Cambodian 
population from the 1998 National Census.  
 
The following table shows the completed sample by district. 
 

Table 2: Completed Sample by District 

District Sample Percent Sample villages 

Dang Tong 416 35.3% 19 
Kampot 430 36.5% 20 
Kampong Bay 332 28.2% 15 
Total 1178 100.0% 54 
 
Three districts and twenty-nine communes were included in the survey. Overall, we sampled 
from 54 clusters in the three districts. Originally, we planned to randomly select 18 villages 
from each of the three target districts in Kampot province. However, Kampong Bay, which is 
a small peri-urban district, has only 15 villages in total. We therefore selected one extra 
village from Dang Tong and two from the largest district, Kampot to achieve our required 
sample. 
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Picture 5: Floods got worse as fieldwork progressed  
 

Wealth Ranking 
 
The first part of the interview aimed to collect data on household wealth. Interviewers asked 
the respondents if their households owned various assets and livestock, how many toilets 
and rooms their houses had, and how many people slept there the previous night. 
 
The first figures show differences between districts in assets and livestock ownership. They 
paint a contrasting picture, in which Dang Tong is clearly rural and poorer, and Kampong 
Bay more urban and relatively wealthier.  
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Figure 2: Households with no assets or livestock, b y district 
 
 
Proportionally fewer households in Kampong bay have animals and oxcarts. This is not a 
sign of poverty, but due to the more urbanised environment in that district. In fact, television 
sets, refrigerators, motorcycles and cars are more frequent in Kampong Bay households 
than in the other two districts (see below). 
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Figure 3: Household assets, by district 
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Figure 4: Livestock, by district 
 
 
The figure below presents the characteristics of the respondents’ houses. Interviewers noted 
the house type on the cover sheet, and asked the respondents the number of rooms and 
toilets. 
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Figure 5: Housing characteristics, by district 
 
 
Once again, Kampong Bay stands out as wealthier and more urban. A third of the 
respondents live in concrete or brick houses, against fewer than five percent in the other two 
districts. Houses in Kampong Bay have more rooms and only a third have no toilets. 
 
We define relative wealth categories (poorest, poor and better off) using the following 
indicators: housing type, assets, animals, toilets and number of rooms used for sleeping. We 
also asked interviewers to observe and rank each household in three categories, from 
poorest to “richest.” 
 
The method used to compute the respondents’ wealth rank is simple: we attribute points for 
each indicator and compute a wealth score for each respondent by adding these points. 
Wealth scores ranged from one to a maximum of 17 points. We then selected two cut-off 
points so that the poorest category corresponded as closely as possible to the 20th poorest 
percentile and the “better-off” corresponded to the “richest” 20th percentile.1 This method 
provides an objective measure of relative wealth, allowing comparisons between households 
and between districts. 

                               
1 We define the poorest category as having a wealth score of 0-6 points and the better off as having a score of 
12-17, which corresponds respectively to 19.4% and 21.6% of households. The algorithm to attribute a score to a 
household is : an asset indicator is generated where no assets = 0, ownership of a radio is 1, ownership of a TV, 
a bicycle, a refrigerator or an oxcart is 2, ownership of a boat or motorcycle is 3 and ownership of a car is 4. A 
livestock indicator is generated where animal=0 if the household does not own any animals. In any other case, 
animal=round((poultry/2+pig+goat)/2+(cow+buffalo+horse)/2). The wealth score is computed by adding the 
assets and animals indicators with house type, toilet (0, 1, 2 or 3), number of rooms and interviewers subjective 
wealth assessment: wscore = housetype+assets+animals+toilets+rooms+wealth. 
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The wealth indicator is thus a composite indicator of six different wealth proxy variables. The 
figure below shows the distribution of households according to their wealth scores (upper left 
panel), to the three wealth groups (bottom Panels). 
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Figure 6: Wealth by district 
 
 
There are substantial - and statistically significant differences - between the three districts, 
with Kampot having the highest proportion of very poor households (25 percent) and 
Kampong Bay the highest proportion of better off households (40 percent). These 
differences in wealth explain to a large extent district differences in literacy rates and in 
school attendance (see school and work below). There are no differences in wealth between 
male and female respondents. 
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Picture 6: Two interviewers at work 
 
 

Demography 
 
The age pyramid below presents the age and sex structure of our sample of youth.  
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Figure 7: Respondents’ Age and Sex 
 
 
The overall shape of the pyramid is consistent with population growth in Cambodia. There is 
no age heaping, which is a clear sign of data accuracy. Yearly variations (e.g. at ages 23, or 
age 16 for girls) are the result of random fluctuation due to the small number of individuals in 
each age/sex category. 
 
There are proportionally more females than males in the sample. This is because girls and 
young women tend to be more often at home or near their house than boys and young men. 
The sex ratio is nevertheless reasonable and comparable between districts, so this slight 
under-representation of males does not affect district comparisons. 
 

Table 3: Sex ratio by district 

 Dang Tong Kampot Kampong Bay Total 

Males 188 203 150 541 

Females 228 227 182 637 

Total 416 430 332 1,178 

sex ratio* 82 89 82 85 
Sex ratio: number of males for 100 females 

 
 
The next figure presents the marital status of youth, by age and sex. 
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Figure 8: Marital Status 
 
 
The proportion of married women is greater than of married men, as in Cambodia women 
tend to marry younger than men do. The differences between the 15-19 and the 20-24 year 
age groups are, in this respect, greater for females than for males. 
 
The next figure shows the distribution of youth according to where and with whom they live.  
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Figure 9: Living Arrangements 
 
 
The vast majority of youth live with their parents, including young married women, as is 
customary in Cambodia. Close to nine boys in ten, live with their parents. Less than 15 
percent of young men live away from parents or relatives/in laws. 
 
The following figures provide a picture of the cultural profile of the youth in our sample. 
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Figure 10: Cultural Background 
 

 
As expected, the great majority of respondents 
are ethnic Khmer, speak mostly Khmer and 
identify as Buddhists. The proportion of 
respondents belonging to the Muslim Cham 
minority is relatively high at 10 percent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 7: A Cham respondent 
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Figure 11: Ethnicity, by district 
 
 
As this figure shows, the bulk of Cham respondents live in Kampot Bay (25 percent) and in 
Kampot (nine percent). 
 
 
 

School and Work 
 
We asked all young people a series of questions about their education and employment. 
Interviewers also administered a short literacy test to determine the proportion of young 
people who could read and write in the three target districts. 
 
The following figure shows the proportion of young people who are currently attending 
school broken, down by sex and age group. 
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Figure 12: School attendance, by age and sex 
 
 
Overall, around a third of the youth are currently attending school. As expected, there are 
marked differences between age groups and sex. Proportionally more young men (55%) 
than young women (42%) in the 15-19 age group are attending school. 
 
The following figure shows the proportion of young men and young women attending school 
in each of the three target districts. 
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Figure 13: School attendance, by sex and district 
 
 
School attendance is consistent across the three districts. In all districts, a higher proportion 
of young men attend school than young women. In Kampong Bay this difference is 
particularly pronounced and school attendance overall is higher at 61 percent, compared 
with Dang Tong (51%) or Kampot (51%). Kampong Bay district contains more peri-urban 
areas (including Kampot town) and has better access to schools than the other two districts. 
 
We asked all respondents (in school and out of school) what the highest grade they had 
completed at school was. The following figure shows the highest completed grade for young 
people by sex. 
 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   31 

0
2

4
6

8

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

male female
m

ea
n 

of
 q

13

Domrei - UNESCAP Youth Survey, 2006

n=1178
Average grade attained, by sex

 

Figure 14: Average educational level, by age 
 
 
Only 5 percent of the young people in our sample reported that they had never attended 
school. Young women are far more likely to report that they had never attended school than 
young men were. 
 
For those youth who had attended school the pattern was similar. Young women reported 
lower completed grades than young men in every age group. Comparisons between the 
districts show similar differences to school attendance above. The average completed grade 
for young people in Dang Tong is 6.3 (median 7) in Kampot district it is 6.8 (median 7) while 
in Kampong Bay it is 7.3 (median 8). 
 

Table 4: Educational attainment, by district 
  Dang Tong Kampot Kampong Bay 
 n n % n % n % 
Schooling        
none 58 20 4.8 18 4.2 20 6.0 
some primary (1-6 grade) 516 199 47.8 195 45.3 122 36.7 
some secondary (7-12 grade) 602 197 47.4 215 50.0 190 57.2 
some tertiary 2 0 - 2 0.5 0 0.0 
Total 1178 416 100.0 430 100.0 332 100.0 
NB: includes youth that are still going to school 

 
At the end of the interview each respondent was administered a short form literacy test. The 
following figure shows the results. 
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Figure 15: Literacy levels by sex and district 
 
 
Overall, half of the young people can read, write and understand a simple sentence in 
Khmer (51%). Only 19 percent have no literacy skills at all. Around a third has some limited 
literacy skills. Often the respondents could match a picture to a noun in Khmer – the first and 
simplest part of the test - but could not write their name or read a sentence. 
 
Comparisons by sex and between the three districts show consistent results with the 
education questions above. Young women have lower literacy rates than young men. Youth 
in Dang Tong have lower literacy rates than youth in Kampong Bay or Kampot. Combining 
these two comparisons shows than only 1 in 5 young women in Dang Tong can read and 
write a short sentence in Khmer. This highlights the needs for young people in Dang Tong 
district. 
 
Many Information Education and Communication (IEC) materials use at least some full 
sentences in Khmer. Around half of the UNESCAP target group would not be able to 
understand these materials. Consequently, largely pictorial IEC materials designed for 
illiterate young people may be a more appropriate approach for at least half the target group. 
 
The following figure shows literacy and school attendance by wealth ranking.  
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Figure 16: Literacy and school attendance by wealth  group 
 
 
This figure shows, as expected, that literacy and school attendance rates are very different 
between different wealth groups. In general, young people from better off families are more 
likely to attend school and have higher literacy rates. 
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Picture 8: Respondent taking the literacy test 
 
 
We asked all young people if they earned any income and how many hours they worked 
each day. A quarter of the young people in our sample (26%) reported that they worked for 
money. The following figure shows the breakdown of these results by sex.  
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Figure 17: Work hours 
 
 
There are slight differences between young men and young women. Around 30 percent of 
young men reported that they worked for money compared to 23 percent of young women. 
Young men also reported that they worked slightly longer hours on average than young 
women in the sample. 
 
We asked those respondents who worked how much they earned on an average day. 
Earnings are reported in Cambodian Riel.2 The following figure shows daily earnings plotted 
against age.  

                               
2 At 18/8/06 1 USD = 4140 Riel. 
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Figure 18: Daily earnings 
 
 
The plotted values above show, not surprisingly, that earnings increase with age. Young 
men reported somewhat higher average wages (8900 riel) than young women in our sample 
(8300 riel) did. This is equivalent to a little over 2 US dollars per day. Data collection took 
place during the rice-planting season and most of the young people we interviewed were 
either planting family crops or planting for wages or in kind payment. Different work 
opportunities are available during different seasons so this is probably an accurate picture of 
employment and wages for this particular season. 
 
We asked respondents who were engaged in paid work (n=309) what they did with the 
money they earned. The interviewer prompted the respondent with four possible responses 
– give all to family, give part to family, keep all myself or other. No respondent gave an 
‘other’ answer. The following figure shows the results.   
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Figure 19: Use of income 
 
 
Most respondents reported that they gave all or part of the money they earned to their 
families. A quarter of the young women aged 15 to 19 reported that they spent all the money 
themselves, compared to 10 percent for young men in the same age group. This difference 
probably reflects the higher proportion of young women in this age group who are married 
and taking responsibility for household finances. 
 
Around half of the young women aged 20 to 24 reported that they spent all the money that 
they earned. This probably relates to the higher proportion of young women in this age 
group who are married, have children and are responsible for their own household. 
 
To gain some insight into mobility for economic reasons, we asked all respondents if they 
had ever gone outside of their village for work. Respondents who answered ‘yes’ were 
asked how long they had stayed away from their village in the last 12 months for work. The 
following graph shows the results.     



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   38 

24% 13%

44%

25%

15-19, male 15-19, female

20-24, male 20-24, female

n=1178

Proportion of youth
who went outside their village for work

2.9

1.4

2.6

2.5

0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3

20-24

15-19

20-24

15-19

male female

mean of q20

n=300

In the last 12 months,
how long did you stay away from your village for work?

Domrei - UNESCAP Youth Survey, 2006

Working outside the village

 

Figure 20: Work away from home 
 
 
Overall, a quarter of the respondents have worked outside of their village. Proportionally 
more young men (44%) than young women (25%) have ever worked outside of the village. 
 
We asked respondents who reported that they had ever worked outside the village (n=300) 
were asked how long they had stayed away from the village for work in the last 12 months. 
On average they reported that they worked outside of the village for quite short periods 
(mean 2.3 months, median 1 month). 
 
These results on mobility for economic reasons should not be taken as representative of 
these three districts or of Kampot as a whole as our sample was biased in favour of young 
people who were at home when interviews were conducted. There are likely to be other 
young people, who were away from home for work when we conducted interviews. 
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Picture 9: Respondents took time off work to answer  our questions 
 
 

Pregnancy and Children 
 
The interview contained a short section on pregnancy and children. We asked female 
respondents if they were currently pregnant, if they had children and their children’s ages. 
We asked young men all but the pregnancy question. The following figure shows the 
proportion of young women at each age who reported that they were currently pregnant.  
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Figure 21: Respondents’ pregnancy status 
 
 
Overall, 7 percent of the young women in the sample reported that they were pregnant at the 
time of the interview. This ranged from 0 percent for 15 and 16 year old young women to 14 
percent of 20 and 23-year-old young women in the sample. We added the pregnancy 
question to the interview after the pre-test to avoid underestimating fertility in our sample.  
 
Interviewers then asked both young men and women if they had children. The following 
figure shows the proportion of respondents at each age group who reported that they had 
children.  
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Figure 22: Respondents’ fertility 
 
 
Overall, 21 percent of the respondents had started child rearing. As the figure above shows, 
the sex differences are very noticeable. Only 12 percent of the young men in our sample 
reported that they had children compared to 29 percent of the young women. This reflects 
the earlier age of marriage for young women in Cambodia.  
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Picture 10: A sleeping end line respondent? 
 
 

Leisure Activities 
 
We asked respondents a short series of questions on their leisure activities. We translated 
these questions from the baseline instrument used in other countries. During pre-testing, 
there were some problems with the wording of the questions in this section. Many 
respondents did not understand “leisure activities.” Most Khmer youth, particularly young 
women, lead very busy lives, mostly centred on studying and/or housework. The importance 
of leisure time for young people is not widely recognised. Furthermore, the age group of the 
young people we interviewed places most of them at the age when they are young adults. At 
this age, young people have many responsibilities centred on learning and preparing to have 
their own families.  
 
We asked all respondents what activities they enjoyed in their spare time. Multiple answers 
to this question were possible so totals add up to more than 100 percent. The following 
figure shows the results by sex. 
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Figure 23: Leisure activities, by sex 
 

 
The small range of leisure activities reported shows that youth are not accustomed to much 
leisure time. Sleeping and studying are two of the most common activities and would 
probably not be considered leisure activities in more developed countries. We deliberately 
used a leading question to elicit more responses to this question – What do you usually do in 
your leisure time? – which pre-supposes that respondents have leisure time and do 
something with it. Despite this, it was often difficult to elicit a response that was not related to 
work. Young women were slightly more likely to report solo activities like reading or sewing 
while young men were more likely to report group games like football.   
 
As youth groups, youth clubs and youth associations are effectively unknown in Cambodia 
we asked young people about their visits to the pagoda. The pagoda is essentially the only 
source of organised social interaction in rural Cambodian communities. To assess the 
strength of young people’s links to the pagoda/mosque we asked if they regularly visited the 
local place of worship. The figure below shows the results.    
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Figure 24: Frequency of worship 
 
 
 
Overall, most young people reported that they went to the pagoda/mosque once per week. 
This attendance is most likely for Thnai Sul (holy day), which occurs once per week. This is 
where people pray for the family and give offerings to the monks and spirits to gain favour. A 
significant minority of the respondents reported that they attended the pagoda/mosque every 
day. This may be related to taking food for the monks daily or attending a school within the 
grounds of the pagoda or mosque. Around half of the respondents who reported that they 
visited a place of worship every day were Cham Muslim youth. There were no sex 
differences in frequency of attending the pagoda/mosque.  
 
We asked all respondents three questions about vocational training. Firstly, we asked if they 
knew of a school that provided vocational training in their area. Overall, only 18 percent of 
the respondents answered ‘yes’. There were large differences between Dang Tong and the 
other two districts. Less than 1 percent of respondents in Dang Tong knew of a vocational 
training school in the area compared to 26 percent in Kampot and 28 percent in Kampong 
Bay. 
 
We asked respondents if they had ever participated in vocational training. Overall, only 7 
percent of the respondents (n=78) reported that they had attended some form of vocational 
training. We asked all respondents who had attended vocational training what course they 
had studied. The following figure shows the results. 
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Figure 25: Vocational training 
 
 
There are clear sex differences in the types of vocational training followed. Training in 
mechanics is the most common for young men while sewing is most common among young 
women. 
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Picture 11: All respondents were very cooperative 
 

Assertiveness 
 
The interview included five questions designed to measure respondent’s assertiveness. 
Interviewers asked respondents to respond to a hypothetical situation and indicate if they 
would ‘dare to’ take a particular action in that situation. These answers are purely self-
reported and therefore the responses are not an indication of actual behaviour, which is 
likely to be quite different from these theoretical responses. 
 
Culture strongly influences assertiveness. Some cultures value assertiveness, while others 
consider it rude. Cultural determinations of appropriate assertiveness are also often 
determined by gender. Culturally appropriate gender behaviour for young women is usually 
different from gender appropriate behaviour for young men. 
 
The responses however, do help to give an indication of these sex differences and to show 
which situations young people perceive as being more threatening for them. The following 
figure shows the results for the first three assertiveness questions by sex. 
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Figure 26: Assertiveness, by sex (1) 
 
 
We phrased each question in this section “Would you dare to…” and respondents were 
prompted to answer with one of four responses – definitely dare, probably dare, probably not 
dare and definitely not dare.  
 
Overall, about half reported that they would dare to tell others their opinion, or give and 
receive compliments. Two thirds of young men indicated that they would dare to initiate a 
conversation while most young women said that they would not. 
 
The following figure shows the results for the final two questions in this section by 
respondent’s sex.   
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Figure 27: Assertiveness, by sex (2) 
 
 
Overall, most young people reported that they would not dare to remind someone to return 
something they had borrowed. In addition, most young people said that they would not dare 
to ask for a favour. Interestingly three quarters of young women indicated that they would 
not dare to ask for a favour compared to half of young men. 
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Picture 12: An assertive respondent 
 
 

Smoking 
 
The first substance we investigate is tobacco. We first asked the respondents if they have 
friends who smoke cigarettes. The figure below shows the results, by age and sex. 
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Figure 28: Friends who smoke, by age and sex 
 
 
Boys have more friends who smoke than girls, and the proportion of boys who have friends 
who smoke increases with age. Barely one girl in five has friends who smoke. This is one 
indication that, if peer pressure exists, it is stronger for boys than for girls. 
 
The next figure shows the proportion of respondents who have friends who smoke by age 
and district. 
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Figure 29: Friends who smoke, by age and district 
 
 
For both age groups, the proportion of youth with friends who smoke is lowest in rural Dang 
Tong. This suggests that the rural environment is less conducive to smoking. It is 
nevertheless interesting to note that more than half of the youth have no friends who smoke. 
 
We then asked the respondents who had friends who smoked how many of their friends 
smoked. This is an indirect measure of the intensity of peer pressure. The next figure 
presents the results by age. 
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Figure 30: Number of friends who smoke, by age 
 
 
On average, the number of friends who smoke does not vary significantly with age. This 
implies that peer pressure among youth who have friends who smoke is probably as strong 
for the younger boys than it is for adults. 
 
The next questions are about the respondent’s personal experience with cigarettes. We 
asked if the respondent ever tried cigarettes. We present the results by age and sex in the 
next figure. 
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Figure 31: Youth who tried smoking, by age and sex 
 
 
The gender difference is striking. Barely two percent of the girls tried smoking, against more 
than a quarter of the boys under 20 and over half of the young men. It is possible that some 
girls have concealed the fact that they have smoked because it is more shameful for them 
than for boys. Indeed, one girl in five has friends who smoke - though these friends may be 
mostly males. Nevertheless, it is clear that in Cambodia males are more attracted to 
cigarettes than females. 
 
The next graph presents the results by age and district. The proportion of youth who have 
tried smoking is lowest in Dang Tong. 
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Figure 32: Youth who tried smoking, by age and dist rict 
 
 
We asked the respondents who tried cigarettes how old they were when they smoked for the 
first time. The next figure shows the results by age. 
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Figure 33: Age at first cigarette 
 
 
The average age at first cigarette obviously increases with current age. However, beyond 
this arithmetic necessity, it is interesting to note that, on average, adults over 18 tried their 
first cigarette after their seventeenth birthday. These results suggest that cigarette smoking 
among younger children may be a recent phenomenon. 
 
We asked the respondent who tried smoking how many cigarettes they smoked in the last 
seven days. We present the results below, by sex and age group. 
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Figure 34: Number of cigarettes smoked in the last week, by age and sex 
 
 
Here again the gender difference is striking. None of our female respondents are active 
smokers, in the sense that none reported smoking a cigarette in the last week. Twenty 
respondents (2%) said they smoked one or more packs a day. The boys who tried cigarettes 
smoke on average smoke one pack a week, while the young men smoke an average of a 
pack and a half a week.  
 
The next figure presents the main reasons for smoking. We phrased the question as a 
personal one: “what is the main reason you smoke?” We pre-coded and tested possible 
answers. Interviewers recorded “Other” answers that we then recoded if they were frequent. 
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Figure 35: Main reason for smoking 
 
A quarter of the youth, who ever smoked a cigarette did so just to try. Smokers smoke to 
relax/reduce stress (29%) or as a means of socialising. A little over ten percent of our 
respondents said they were addicted to cigarettes, and almost ten percent said they smoked 
to keep the mosquitoes away. 
 
 
We asked all the respondents who tried cigarettes at least once if they ever had problems 
because of their smoking. We present the results below, by sex and age group. 
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Figure 36: Respondents who had problems because the y smoked, by age and sex 
 
 
More boys have problems from smoking than girls do. As the next figure will show, this is 
due mainly to the fact that male smokers smoke more cigarettes than girls do (see above). 
 
The next graph shows the types of problems that smokers encountered (all were male). 
Multiple answers were possible. 
 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   59 

1%

Physical Emotional School Friendship

Relationship Work Legal

3%

Family

Violence

96%

Health Other

Domrei - UNESCAP Youth Survey, 2006

n=75
Type of problems encountered by youth who smoke

 

Figure 37: Problems related to smoking 
 
 
Only three of the respondents who smoke reported problems with their families. All the other 
problems respondents reported were related to health. This suggests that families (parents 
and close relatives) are not very concerned by teen-age smoking. Indeed, as the next figure 
shows, problems with smoking are discussed more often with friends than with parents and 
close relatives. 
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Figure 38: Respondents who discussed problems they had smoking 
 
 
Among the 73 respondents who said they encountered a problem because of their smoking, 
half (36 respondents) said they discussed this problem. Friends are the first choice for 
discussing problems about smoking, then parents and close relatives. Health workers come 
in third position (three respondents out of 36). 
 
This suggest that friends are more influential about cigarette smoking than family and health 
workers, though the fact that health workers were mentioned is noteworthy, and perhaps a 
sign that the Government’s anti-tobacco campaign is having an effect.3 
 

                               
3 The Ministry of Health’s National Centre for Health Promotion (NCHP) has a unit dedicated 
specifically to anti-tobacco health education. This is not the case for alcohol and drugs. 
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Picture 13: This respondent does not smoke 
 
 

Alcohol Use 
 
The next substance we address is alcohol. We designed this section in the same way as the 
one on tobacco. We started by asking about friends, and then about personal experience. 
 
The next figure presents the proportion of youth who have friends who drink alcohol, by age 
group and sex. 
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Figure 39: Friends who drink alcohol, by age and se x 
 
 
Like for cigarettes, more males have friends who drink than females, and older males have 
more friends who drink than younger boys. The difference between younger and older girls, 
like for cigarettes, is very small and not statistically significant. We show the difference 
between districts in the graph below. 
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Figure 40: Friends who drink alcohol, by age and di strict 
 
 
Like for cigarettes, the proportion of respondents in Dang Tong who have friends who drink 
is substantially smaller in both age groups than in the more urban districts of Kampot and 
Kampong Bay. 
 
The next graph shows the number of friends who drink among youth who have friends who 
drink. Like for cigarettes, this is an indication of the intensity of peer pressure. 
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Figure 41: Number of friends who drink alcohol, by age 
 
 
While the proportion of respondents who have friends who drink is three times greater than 
the proportion of respondents who have friends who smoke, the average numbers of friends 
who smoke and who drink are the same, as if cigarette smoking and drinking alcohol were 
associated. 
 
The difference between cigarettes and alcohol is that a greater number of youth are exposed 
to peer pressure. However, the intensity of that pressure, as measured by the number of 
friends who use the substance, is weaker. 
 
As a result, we can expect a greater proportion of respondents to have tried an alcoholic 
beverage. We present the result in the figure below. 
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Figure 42: Youth who tried drinking an alcoholic be verage, by age and sex 
 
 
Two thirds of the boys under 20 years and close to nine tenths of the men have tried alcohol. 
Over two thirds of the women in the older age group have tried at least one alcoholic 
beverage. 
 
The next figure presents the average age at which the respondents tried alcohol for the first 
time.  
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Figure 43: Age at first drink 
 
 
There is a slight difference between the age at first drink and the age at first cigarette: on 
average, respondents smoked their first cigarette at a slightly younger age. This is probably 
because more women drink than smoke, and women seem to engage in substance use at 
an older age than men do. 
 
Probably the greatest difference between tobacco and alcohol is the fact that more people 
continue drinking. The next graph presents the number of times respondents who have tried 
alcohol drank alcohol in the last week. 
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Figure 44: Number of times respondents drank in the  last week, by age and sex 
 
 
The striking difference with tobacco is that there are no gender differences in the frequency 
of alcohol intake. The significant difference is between age groups. 
 
The next figure presents the main reasons for drinking alcohol. 
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Figure 45: Main reason for drinking alcohol 
 
The majority of youth who drink do so to relax and socialise. The second most frequent 
reason is medical: Traditionally women drink an herbal mixture, which contains large 
quantities of rice spirit, every day after childbirth to prevent infection and help them recover 
from their pregnancy and delivery. 
 
We asked the respondents who drank alcohol at least once if they always, sometimes or 
never get drunk. The next figure presents the results by age group and sex. 
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Figure 46: Frequency of drunkenness 
 
 
The gender differences are substantial: half of the young men get drunk either always or 
sometimes, against less than 15 percent of young women. Age differences are also 
statistically significant, with two thirds of the older male youth getting drunk “sometimes” or 
“always.” We would thus expect to have a higher proportion of respondents reporting 
problems with drinking than with smoking (see figure below). 
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Figure 47: Youth who had problems because they dran k, by age and sex 
 
 
The proportion of male respondents reporting problems with their drinking is, surprisingly; 
lower than with cigarettes, despite the fact that smokers smoke less than drinkers drink – to 
the point of getting drunk. 
 
This is a clear indication that drinking is socially acceptable in Cambodia and that 
drunkenness is tolerated. It also suggests that anti-tobacco campaigns are having an effect, 
as a higher proportion of respondents who smoke understand that they are putting their 
health at risk. Conversely, people may not yet realise that drinking is also hazardous to 
one’s health. 
 
The next figure shows the types of problems encountered by drinkers. Multiple answers 
were possible, so the total of all proportions is over 100%. 
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Figure 48: Problems encountered because of alcohol 
 
 
As with cigarettes, the vast majority of drinkers who report problems report health problems 
(90%). Very few reported problems with violence (2%), problems with their spouses or 
girlfriends/boyfriends (>1%), their families (4%) or friends (2%). This is another indication 
that drinking, including heavy drinking is acceptable in Cambodia. 
 
In fact, alcohol is seen as having beneficial medicinal properties since women traditionally 
drink an alcoholic beverage after childbirth (see above). 
 
It is possible that, because drinking is socially acceptable, problems associated with drinking 
are more easily discussed with parents and close relatives (see next figure). 
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Figure 49: Discussions on problems with alcohol 
 
 
Girls and young women are more likely than boys and young men to discuss their drinking 
problems. This may be another reason why, contrarily to cigarettes, respondents discuss 
drinking problems more frequently with parents and close relatives than with friends – girls in 
general tend to discuss their problems with their parents more readily than boys do. No one 
discussed a drinking problem with health staff. This is not surprising, as the Government has 
not launched any anti-alcohol campaign as it has with tobacco. 
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Picture 14: No time to drink now 
 

Illegal Drugs of Addiction 
 
As with tobacco and alcohol, we asked questions about friends before asking about first 
hand experience in drug use. This cautious approach is especially important because drugs 
are illegal in Cambodia, and the interviewers needed to proceed slowly to maintain the 
respondents’ trust. 
 
As the figure below shows, practically all the respondents have heard about drugs. 
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Figure 50: Youth who heard of drugs, by age and sex  
 
 
The next two figures show (1) the proportion of youth who know someone who uses drugs 
and (2) the proportion that have a friend who uses drugs. 
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Figure 51: Youth who know people who use drugs, by age and sex 
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Figure 52: Youth who have friends who tried drugs, by age and sex 
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It is only among the 20-24 year men that the proportion of people who knows someone who 
takes drugs exceeds one in five. The proportion of respondents who have friends who take 
drugs is quite low. The proportion is highest in Kampot. 
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Figure 53: Number of friends who tried drugs, by ag e and sex 
 
 
The next results are also based on a small number of respondents who have friends who 
tried drugs (n=44) and should therefore be interpreted with caution, as we may have missed 
some hard drug users. The figures are not prevalence rates but only show the relative 
popularity of each type of drug. 
 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   77 

6%

Glue

66%

Yama

4%

Marijuana

Ecstasy

1%

Heroin

5%

Other

24%

DK

Domrei - UNESCAP Youth Survey, 2006

n=44
Drugs tried by respondents' friends

 

Figure 54: Drugs tried by friends  
 
 
By far the most widely tried substance is the synthetic amphetamine called yama,4 followed 
by marijuana and glue. One respondent said that a friend of his had tried heroin. Again, 
these are not prevalence rates of drug use, but an indication of the relative popularity of 
yama, compared to other illegal drugs of addiction. 
 
The results below present the proportion of respondents who tried a drug. This is a closer 
indication of the prevalence of drug use in the three districts. 
 

                               
4 ‘Yama’ and ‘Yaba’ are terms derived from Thai words for synthetic amphetamine in pill form. 
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Figure 55: Proportion of respondents who tried a dr ug  
 
 
If we assume that most respondents answered truthfully, then the prevalence of drug use is 
quite low in the three districts. Indeed, it is nil among female respondents, and under 1% 
among younger boys. This is probably a strong assumption, and true drug use is more likely 
to be somewhere between self reported drug use (1-2%) and reported drug use among 
friends (14%) 
 
Of the nine respondents that reported that they had tried an illegal drug, eight reported that 
they had tried yama, and one reported that they had tried marijuana. Four of these nine 
respondents said that they had problems because of illegal drugs. 
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Picture 15: Do you use drugs? 
 
 

Attitudes and Perceptions of Substance Use 
 
This section presents some general attitudes in regards to drinking, smoking and taking 
drugs. The interviewers read six statements and asked the respondents if they strongly 
disagreed, disagreed, agreed or strongly agreed. Respondents were not allowed to not have 
an opinion to avoid cautious/polite answers.  
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Figure 56: Attitudes and perceptions on substance u se (1) 
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Figure 57: Attitudes and perceptions on substance u se (2) 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   81 

The high proportion of “strongly disagrees” suggests that youth do have strong opinions on 
these matters, which is not surprising as they are all consistent with the most socially 
acceptable attitudes. 
 
All statements but one show statistically significant differences, with girls being more 
“reasonable” than boys are. Girls either disagree more strongly than boys do or agree less 
strongly than boys agree. In other words, girls are also more confident in voicing their 
negative opinions on cigarettes, alcohol and drugs. 
 
The only statement that elicited more agreement than disagreement from both and girls is 
the one that was not referring directly to the respondent and phrased in general terms (i.e. 
using “people who” rather than “you”). 
 

 

Picture 16: Boys are reasonable too 
 
 

HIV/AIDS Knowledge 
 
We asked the next questions to measure youth’s awareness and knowledge on HIV/AIDS. 
As the figure below shows, practically all youth heard of HIV/AIDS (left panel). Only two 
respondents said they never heard of HIV/AIDS. 
 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   82 

100% 100%

100%

Dang Tong Kampot

Kampong Bay

n=1178
Heard of HIV/AIDS

57% 62%

55%

Dang Tong Kampot

Kampong Bay

n=1176
Knows someone infected with HIV

Domrei - UNESCAP Youth Survey, 2006
 

Figure 58: Awareness on HIV/AIDS, by district 
 
 
The majority of the youth in all three districts know at least one person infected with HIV.  
 
Interviewers read four statements on HIV transmission, four statements on HIV prevention 
and four general statements. Respondents answered either true, false, or don’t know. As 
some statements were false, we recoded the answers into correct or incorrect. Don’t knows 
were systematically recoded as incorrect. 
 
The three following figures present the proportion of youth who know the correct answers 
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Figure 59: Knowledge on HIV transmission 
 
 
Knowledge on HIV transmission is high. The myth that one can contract HIV by touching an 
HIV infected person or through mosquitoes persists, but only marginally (many of the 
incorrect answers are don’t knows) 
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Figure 60: Knowledge on HIV prevention 
 
 
Knowledge on HIV prevention is not as high. On the one hand, the use of condoms in 
preventing HIV infection is well known. This is the result of intense health promotion and 
successful social marketing of condoms. On the other hand, the fact that a third of the 
respondents do not know that washing genitals after sex, and that half do not know that 
withdrawal do not protect against HIV, is troubling. 
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Figure 61: General knowledge on HIV/AIDS 
 
 
General knowledge statements also provide a mixed picture. On the one hand, less than 10 
percent of the youth are not sure if HIV/AIDS is curable or not, and less than 15 percent do 
not know that AIDS symptoms can appear years after HIV infection. On the other hand, 
almost a quarter of the youth are not sure if a vaccine exists or not. Most worrisome of all, a 
third of the respondents are not sure whether having sex with a virgin can cure HIV/AIDS or 
not. This is a popular myth in other countries, and one may wonder if there is not a link with 
the sex industry that seeks a premium on virgin girls. 
 
The next figure presents the compiled results. We graded each respondent according to the 
proportion of correct answers in each of the three categories. We then gave respondents a 
score of zero to four (100 percent) depending on the number of correct answers. We present 
the average scores below, for each sex and each district. 
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Figure 62: Knowledge on HIV/AIDS, by sex 
 
 
As we have seen with the previous results, knowledge on HIV transmission is higher than 
knowledge on prevention. Male and female youth have very similar scores in all three 
categories. Youth from Kampot are on average slightly more knowledgeable than youth in 
the other two districts, but the differences are not statistically significant. 
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Figure 63: Knowledge on HIV/AIDS, by district 
 
 
The next two questions were about HIV testing. We present the results by sex and by district 
in the figures below. 
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Figure 64: HIV test, by sex and by district 
 
 
A higher proportion of girls than boys say they know where to receive HIV testing. The 
differences between districts are also statistically significant, with the proportion in Kampong 
Bay (70 percent) double that of Dang Tong (35 percent). The fact that Kampong bay has the 
highest proportion is in large fact due to the presence of the answer “Red Ribbon,” as we 
can see in the graph below.  
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Figure 65: Places for HIV test, by district 
 
 
A third of the respondents in Kampong Bay said that one could receive HIV testing where 
you see the red ribbon. This answer relates to a recent health campaign on radio and 
television, which aims to inform people where reliable HIV testing is available (where you 
see the red ribbon). Red ribbon is a clear alternative to the Health centres and referral 
hospitals, by far the most frequently mentioned places in the other two districts 
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Picture 17: Were any of these sexual partners the s ame sex as you? 
 

Attitudes and Perceptions of Sex and Condom Use 
 
Attitudes in regards to sex were captured in the same way as for substance use. 
Interviewers read two simple statements to the respondents, who then said if they strongly 
disagreed, disagreed, agreed or strongly agreed. 
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Figure 66: Attitude regarding sex, by sex 
 
 
The gender differences are greater than for substance use. Girls strongly disapprove of 
premarital sex (93 percent), as do boys - but much less so (55 percent). Boys are more 
hesitant about the idea that having many partners is a sign of popularity and success, 
probably because for many boys the whole point of being popular is to have many partners. 
It is obviously acceptable for boys to have more than one girl friend, while it is unacceptable 
for girls to have more than one boy friend. Hence, these results are more an indication what 
is socially acceptable than of personal beliefs on “sexual freedom.” 
 
In this respect, the questions on condom use are more informative. Interviewers read one of 
two “romantic” scenarios, depending on the respondents’ sex, and then asked the 
respondents if they “dared” to (1) bring up the issue of condoms or safe sex, (2) convince 
their partner to use a condom and (3) refuse to have sex without a condom. The figure 
below presents the results by sex. 
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Figure 67: Attitude regarding condoms, by sex 
 
 
Here also the gender differences are statistically significant, but, surprisingly, the girls were 
more confident / assertive than boys. Boys are shyer to talk about safe sex, shyer to put on 
a condom, and more loath to refuse to have sex without a condom. It is possible that boys 
are just more realistic or honest than girls when imagining their own reactions. The “daring” 
is in fact an indication of what the respondent knows to be the “right thing to do” rather than 
a reliable assessment of what they are capable of doing in real life situations. 
 
 
 
 

Sexual Behaviour 
 
Questions on sexual behaviour were the most sensitive and were asked last. By the time the 
interviewers reached the section, they had built a relation of trust with the respondents, and 
had slowly led up to the topic. For ethical reasons, the respondents were asked again if they 
agreed to answer personal questions about sex, and only 17 declined. 
 
The next graph shows the proportion of respondents who have had sex before, by age and 
by sex. The results are presented as probabilities, i.e. the probability for an individual of a 
given sex and age to have had sex. For example, a 22-year-old woman has a probability of 
.75 to have had sex. 
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Figure 68: Respondents who have had sex, by age and  sex 
 
 
The trend of probabilities is slightly different between sexes. Girls marry at a younger age 
than boys do, so that by the age of 19; nearly a third have already had sex, against about a 
quarter of the boys. At age 22, three quarters of the girls had sex, against less than two 
thirds of the boys. If premarital sex is frequent, then it is at older ages than in western 
countries, and more covert. 
 
The next graph presents the average number of partners in the last 12 months among 
respondents who have had sex. 
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Figure 69: Number of partners, by age and sex 
 
 
The difference between sexes is striking, with girls having, on average, no more than one 
partner (some girls had none). Boys on average do not exceed two. In both cases, the 
number of partners does not vary with age, but for different reasons: the fluctuations for boys 
are random and amplified by a larger range of partners, while girls are constant. This is 
explained by the fact that girls only reported sex with their husbands (99-100%) whereas 
boys also reported having sex with friends – and prostitutes (see figure below). 
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Figure 70: Last sexual partner, by sex and district  
 
 
These results are more an indication of what is socially acceptable to do or to admit to doing 
than of actual sexual behaviour. While we do not expect to have commercial sex workers in 
our relatively small sample, we would expect to have some girls in our sample comparable 
to these “friends” that our male respondents report having sex with. Only one percent of our 
female respondents said that premarital sex was acceptable. It was therefore unlikely that 
more than one per cent would admit to having had sex with someone else than their 
husband. 
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Picture 18: Interviewers asked questions about sex last 
 
The next graph presents condom use with the last sexual partner. To simplify the 
presentation of the results, we recoded as “friends” any person other than spouse or 
commercial sex worker (CSW), e.g. anyone from fiancé (e) to casual friend. 
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Figure 71: Condom use with last sexual partner 
 
 
These results are impressive, even if condom use with commercial sex workers may have 
been over-reported. We found earlier that men know they need to wear a condom when 
having sex with a prostitute. It is therefore doubtful that they would admit to not wearing one. 
Hence, we should not infer from this result that all men systematically wear condoms with 
commercial sex workers, but it is likely that most men do. Husbands very rarely wear 
condoms with their wives, but over half wore a condom when they had sex with a girlfriend.  
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Figure 72: Reason for using a condom with last sexu al partner 
 
 
The results in the figure above are logical. As knowledge on HIV and STI prevention is high, 
a different result would have been surprising. More interestingly, a third of the respondents 
who last had sex with their spouse, and practically all of those who last had sex with a friend, 
used a condom to protect themselves against STIs. The number of respondents who used a 
condom is small, so these proportions should not be generalised to the general population. 
 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   99 

 

Picture 19: Next time we’ll request a rainy season bonus 
 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   100 

Appendices 

Appendix 1: English Questionnaire 
CONFIDENTIAL 

 

 
District :  ________________________________________________ 
 
Commune : ______________________________________________ 
 
Village/Cluster:____________________________________________ 
 
Sex: Male (1)    Female (2) 
 
Wealth Ranking – Poorest (0) Medium (1) Better-off (2) 
please make your own ranking 
 

House Type – please check your own observation  
House palm leaves/thatch (0) house wood/roof palm leaves (1) house Wood/roof tin (2) 
house Wood/roof tile (3) brick or concrete (4) 

 

 

 1st attempt 1st appointment  2nd attempt 2nd appointment 3rd attempt 

Date /     /06 /     /06 /     /06 /     /06 /     /06 

Time      

Location      

Interviewer      

 
RESULT CODE  

Please circle the correct code  

Completed 1 

Incomplete - respondent termination 2 

Incomplete - third party interruption 3 

Respondent refusal 4 

Parent/guardian/spouse refusal � 5 

Respondent absent at final appointment 6 

 

 Interviewer Editor Supervisor Encoder Archived 

ID code     Box: 

Date   /      /06    /      /06    /      /06   /      /06   /      /06 

Signature      
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Youth Questionnaire 
 

Please read this introduction: 

Hello! I am (use your name) ……………….. working with Domrei Research and Consulting. We are 
here to interview young people in this village about their lives and skills. Please don’t be scared or 
worried because we just want to know about the living situation of youth. Everything you say will be 
kept quietly (confidential). We won’t let anybody in the village or your family know what you say. 

You can refuse to answer any question that you don’t want to answer or you can stop to discuss the 
questions at any time. Refusing to take part in the survey is your right and will not prevent you from 
receiving any benefit in the future. I hope this interview will only take 30 minutes. All your answers 
are very important. Therefore, I want to ask you to answer correctly and tell the truth. This will allow 
my team to give good information to UNESCAP to set the good program to help young people like 
you. 

Do you have any questions for me? 

Can I start asking the questions now? 

Section 1: Household assets 

First, I would like to ask you about your household assets. Please do not be scared because 
we just want to know about living conditions in your community. 

���� �

Not have 0 

Radio 1 

Television 2 

Bicycle 3 

Refrigerator 4 

Motorcycle 5 

Ox cart 6 

Boat 7 

1 

What assets do your family own? 
 
Prompt by reading the list 
 
Multiple answers possible – circle all answers give n 
 
Check your own observation as well  

Car/Koyun 8 

Not have 0 

Chicken/ducks 1 

Pigs 2 

Goats 3 

Cows 4 

Horses 5 

2 

What farm animals do your family own? 
 
Prompt by reading the list 
 
Multiple answers possible – circle all answers give n 
 
Check that they do not mind the animals for someone  else  

Buffalo 6 

Not have/ field 0 

Share with other 1 

One toilet 2 
3 How many toilets does your house have? 

Two or more 3 

4 How many rooms in your house are used for sleeping? 
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5 
 
How many people slept in this house last night? 
 

  

 

Section 2: Respondent’s background 
Now I want to ask you about your background 

6 

What month and year were you born? 

Please write the month and year below.  

If the respondent does not remember the month – cod e June 

Month………………Year….…………..… 

 
 
 
Age in years: 

 

Single 1 

Married 2 

Engaged 3 

Separated 4 

Divorced 5 

7 
Are you married or not? 
 
If the respondent answers “yes” ask if they still l ive together  

Widowed 6 

Parents’ house 1 

Other relative 2 

Own house 3 

Rented house 4 

Rented room 5 

Working place 6 

8 
Where do you live now? 
 
E.g. parent’s house, own house. 

Other…………………….. 88 

9 
How long have you been living there?  
 
If less than one year code ‘00’ 

 

Years: 
 

Khmer 1 

Cham/Islam 2 

Chinese 3 

Vietnamese 4 

10 
What is your ethnicity? 
 
Prompt by reading the list  

Other……………..….. 88 

Khmer 1 

Cham/Islam 2 

Chinese 3 

Vietnamese 4 

11 
What language do you speak the most? 
 
Prompt by reading the list  

Other…………………… 8 

None 0 

Islam 1 

Buddhism 2 

Christianity 3 

12 
What main religion do you believe in? 
 
Prompt by reading the list  

Other………………..… 88 
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13 
What is the highest grade you have completed? 
 
If no public/private schooling code ‘00’  

Grade: 

Tertiary 

 
 

13 
No 0 

14 Are you currently studying at school? 
Yes 1 

No (Skip to Q19)  0 
15 Do you work for money? 

Yes   1 

16 How many hours do you work per day on average? 
 

Hours: 
 

17 How much do you earn per day on average?  
Riel:�  

Give all to family 1 

Give part to family 2 

Spend all myself 3 
18 

What do you do with the money you earn? 
 
Prompt by reading the list  

Other…………………. 88 

No (skip to Q21)   0 
19 Have you ever gone outside of your village for work? 

Yes 1 

20 

In the past 12 months, how long did you stay away from your 
village for work? 
 
If less than one month code ‘00’  

 
Months:  

 
Section 3: Pregnancy and children 
Now I want to ask you about pregnancy.  

No  0 
21 

For young woman only 

Have you ever been pregnant? Yes 1 

No (Skip to Q28)  0 
22 Do you have any children? 

Yes 1 

23 How many children do you have? 
              
                

How old are they?  
Please write the month and year below.  

If the respondent does not remember the month – cod e June 

If less than 1 year code ‘00’ 

24 1st child: Month………………..…Year….……………...…  Age in years:  

25 2nd child: Month…………….……Year….……………...…  Age in years:  

26 3rd child: Month…………….……Year….………….…...…  Age in years:  

27 4th child: Month…………….……Year….………….…..…  Age in years:  
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Section 4: Leisure time activities 
Now I want to ask you about your leisure time 

Study 1 

Group game 2 

Individual game 3 

Meet friends 4 

Sleep/relax 5 

Watch TV/Video 6 

Listen to music/radio 7 

28 
What do you usually do in your leisure time? 
 
Multiple answers possible  

Other………………… 88 

Never 0 

Every day 1 

Every week 2 
29 

Do you attend a mosque, church or pagoda regularly? 
Prompt by reading the list  

At major festivals 3 

No 0 

Yes 1 30 Is there a school that provides vocational training in your area? 

Don’t know 99 

No (Skip to Q33)  0 
31 Have you participated in any vocational training course? 

Yes 1 

Hairdressing 1 

Sewing 2 

Mechanic 3 
32 What vocational training course have you completed? 

Other………………….. 88 

 
Section 5: Assertiveness 
Now I want to ask you about your assertiveness.  

Definitely dare 1 

Probably dare 2 

Probably not dare 3 
33 

Would you dare to tell people your opinion, even if you know 
they will not agree with you? 

Definitely not dare 4 

Definitely dare 1 

Probably dare 2 

Probably not dare 3 
34 

Would you dare to start a conversation with someone you don’t 
know well? 

Definitely not dare 4 

Definitely could 1 

Probably could 2 

Probably could not 3 
35 Can you give and receive compliments without feeling shy? 

Definitely could not 4 
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Definitely dare 1 

Probably dare 2 

Probably not dare 4 
36 Would you dare to ask someone for a favour? 

Definitely not dare 3 

Definitely dare 1 

Probably dare 2 

Probably not dare 3 
37 

Would you dare to remind someone to return something they 
borrowed, if they forgot to give it back? 

Definitely not dare 4 
 

Section 6: Cigarettes 
Now I would like to ask about smoking cigarettes.  

No (Skip to Q40)  0 
38 Do you have any friends who smoke cigarettes?  

Yes 1 

39 Among your friends how many smoke cigarettes? 
Number  

 

No (Skip to Q48)  0 
40 Have you ever tried smoking a cigarette? 

Yes 1 

41 How old were you when you first tried smoking a cigarette? 
 
Age in years : 

 

42 
In the last week, how many cigarettes have you smoked? 

If none code ‘000’  

 

Number:  

Relaxation 1 

Reduce stress 2 

To be social 3 

Peer pressure 4 

To look handsome 5 

Self-confidence 6 

Addicted 7 

After giving birth 8 

43 What is the main reason you smoke? 

Other………….……….. 88 

No (Skip to Q48)  0 
44 Have you ever had any problems because of smoking?  

Yes 1 

Physical Injury 1 

Emotional 2 

School 3 

Friendships 4 

Relationship 5 

45 What problems have you had? 
 
Multiple answers possible  

Work 6 
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Legal 7 

Family 8 

Violence 9 

Health 10 

Other………….……….. 88 

No (Skip to Q48)  0 
46 Did you discuss these problems with anyone? 

Yes 1 

Parent/aunt/uncle 1 

Sibling/cousin 2 

Friends 3 

Boyfriend/girlfriend 4 

Husband/wife 5 

Health worker 6 

47 Whom did you discuss these problems with? 

Other………………….. 88 

Section 7: Alcohol 

Now I would like to ask about drinking alcohol. Please do not worry anything that you tell me will be 
kept quiet. 

No (Skip to Q50)  0 
48 Do you have any friends who drink alcohol?  

Yes 1 

49 Among your friends how many of them drink alcohol? 
Number  

 

No (Skip to Q59)  0 
50 Have you ever drunk alcohol? 

Yes 1 

51 How old were you when you first drank alcohol? 
 
Age in years : 

 

52 
In the last week, how many times have you drunk alcohol? 

If none code ‘00’  

 

Number:  

Relaxation 1 

Reduce stress 2 

To be social 3 

Peer pressure 4 

To look handsome 5 

Self-confidence 6 

Addicted 7 

After giving birth 8 

53 What is the main reason you drink alcohol? 

Other………….……….. 88 

Never 0 

Always 1 54 When you drink, do you never, always or sometimes get drunk? 

Sometimes 2 



UNESCAP Cambodia Baseline Survey   107 

No (Skip to Q59)  0 
55 Have you ever had any problems because of your drinking?  

Yes 1 

Physical Injury 1 

Emotional 2 

School 3 

Friendships 4 

Relationship 5 

Work 6 

Legal 7 

Family 8 

Violence 9 

Health 10 

56 
What problems have you had? 
 
Multiple answers possible  

Other……………..….. 88 

No (Skip to Q59)  0 
57 Did you discuss these problems with anyone? 

Yes 1 

Parent/aunt/uncle 1 

Sibling/cousin 2 

Friends 3 

Boyfriend/girlfriend 4 

Husband/wife 5 

Health worker 6 

58 Who did you discuss these problems with? 

Other………………….. 88 

Section 8: Drugs of Addiction 
Now I would like to ask about drugs of addiction. Please don’t worry anything that you tell me will be 
kept quiet. 

No  0 
59 Have you heard of drugs? 

Yes 1 

No (Skip to Q64) 0 
60 Do you know anyone who uses drugs? 

Yes  1 

No (Skip to Q64)  0 
61 Do you have any friends who have tried drugs?  

Yes 1 

62 Among your friends how many of them have tried drugs? 
Number  

 

Glue 1 

Yama 2 

Marijuana 3 

Ecstasy 4 

Heroin 5 

Other………………... 88 

63 
Which drugs have these people tried? 
 
Multiple answers possible  

Don’t know 99 
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No (Skip to Q71)  0 
64 Have you ever tried drugs? 

Yes 1 

Glue 1 

Yama 2 

Marijuana 3 

Ecstasy 4 

Heroin 5 

65 
Which drugs have you tried? 
 
Multiple answers possible  

Other….……………... 88 

66 
In the last week, how many times have you used drugs? 

If none code ‘00’  

 

Number:  

Relaxation 1 

Reduce stress 2 

To be social 3 

Peer pressure 4 

To look handsome 5 

Self-confidence 6 

Addicted 7 

After giving birth 8 

66a What is the main reason you take drugs? 

Other………….……….. 88 

No (Skip to Q71)  0 
67 Have you ever had any problems because of drugs?  

Yes 1 

Physical Injury 1 

Emotional 2 

School 3 

Friendships 4 

Relationship 5 

Work 6 

Legal 7 

Family 8 

Violence 9 

Health 10 

68 
What problems have you had? 
 
Multiple answers possible  

Other……………..….. 88 

No (Skip to Q68)  0 
69 Did you discuss these problems with anyone? 

Yes 1 

Parent/aunt/uncle 1 

Sibling/cousin 2 

Friends 3 

Boyfriend/girlfriend 4 

70 Who did you discuss these problems with? 

Husband/wife 5 
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Health worker 6 

Teacher 7 

Other………………….. 88 
 
 
 

Section 9: Attitude and perceptions about substance  use 
Now I will read you the statements. I want you to think if you agree or disagree with each statement 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
71 

Smoking makes people admire you. 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
72 

Drinking is a good way of dealing with your problems. 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
73 

Those who smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol have many friends. 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
74 

Taking drugs makes people admire you. 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
75 

Taking drugs is a good way of dealing with your problems. 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
76 

Drinking alcohol makes people admire you. 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

Section 10: HIV/AIDS Knowledge 
Now I would like to ask you some questions about HIV/AIDS.  

No (Skip to Q93)  0 
77 Have you heard of HIV/AIDS? 

Yes 1 

I’m going to read you some statements about HIV/AIDS. Please answer ‘true’ or ‘false’ for each 
question according to your opinion. 
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False 0 

True 1 78 They say HIV can be transmitted by mosquito bites. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 79 They say HIV can be transmitted from a HIV-infected mother to 
her baby during pregnancy, delivery or through breast-feeding. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 80 
They say HIV can be transmitted by touching people infected 
with HIV. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 81 They say HIV can be transmitted by sexual intercourse without a 
condom. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 82 
They say HIV can be prevented by consistently using condoms 
during sex. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 83 
They say HIV can be prevented by withdrawing the penis before 
orgasm. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 84 They say HIV can be prevented by not having sex. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 85 
They say HIV can be prevented by washing the genitals 
thoroughly after sex. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 86 They say people infected with HIV take years to get sick. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 87 
They say there is a vaccine that can stop adults from getting 
HIV. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 

True 1 88 They say sex with a virgin cannot cure HIV/AIDS. 

Don’t Know 99 

False 0 89 They say HIV/AIDS can be cured. 

True 1 
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Don’t Know 99 

No 0 
90 Do you know anyone infected with HIV/AIDS? 

Yes 1 

No (Skip to Q93) 0 
91 Do you know where to do an HIV test? 

Yes  1 

Health centre/RH 1 

Private clinic 2 

NGO clinic 3 

Pasteur 4 

Red ribbon  5 

92 Where can you have a HIV test? 

Other……………….. 88 
 
 
 
 

Section 11: Attitude and perceptions related to sex  and condom use 
Now I would like to ask you for some ideas.  

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
93 

Do you think premarital sex is acceptable? 

Prompt by reading the list  

Strongly agree 4 

Strongly disagree 1 

Disagree 2 

Agree 3 
94 

Do you think that having many partners means you are popular 
and successful? 

Prompt by reading the list  
Strongly agree 4 

I am going to describe a situation to you, and ask you some questions. Please try to imagine 
yourself in this situation, even if it is likely yo u’ve never experienced such situation before.  

Female Scenario:  You are in a low mood, and feeling a little bit lonely these days. You meet a guy 
who makes you feel really good about yourself. He gives you lots of compliments and presents. You 
feel very close to him, after some intimate talking about your life. Then you begin kissing and hugging 
each other. At this point, he gives you signals that he would like to have sex with you.  

Male Scenario: You are with a woman you just got to know. You really enjoy being with her. You’ve 
both had several drinks, so you are feeling pretty good. Then she gives you signals that she is 
interested to have sex with you tonight. 

Not dare at all 1 

Not so dare 2 

Quite dare 3 
95 

Dare you bring up the issue of condoms or safe sex in this 
situation? 

Very dare 4 
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Not dare at all 1 

Not so dare 2 

Quite dare 3 
96 

Dare you convince him/her that two of you should use a condom 
or have safe sex, even if he/she says, “I hate that thing?” 

Very dare 4 

Not dare at all 1 

Not so dare 2 

Quite dare 3 
97 

Dare you refuse to have sex if he/she insists on not using a 
condom or having safe sex? 

Very dare 4 

Easy 1 
Difficult 2 98 

If you want condoms, is it easy, difficult or impossible for you to 
find them? 

Impossible 3 
 

Section 12: Sexual behaviour 
I would like to ask you some personal questions. These questions are about sex in your life. I want to 
remind you that every answer you give will be kept quietly. We won’t let anybody in the village or 
your family know your answers. 

No (Skip to Q108) 0 
99 If I ask you some questions about personal topics like sex, do 

you agree to answer? Yes 1 

No (Skip to Q108)  0 
100 Have you ever had sex?  

Yes 1 

101 In the last 12 months, how many sexual partners did you have? 
 

Number: 
 

No (Skip to Q104)  0 
102 Were any of these sexual partners the same sex as you? 

Yes 1 

103 How many were the same sex as you? 
 

Number: 
 

Spouse 1 

CSW 2 

Fiancée 3 

Friend 4 

Boy friend/Girl friend 5 

104 Who was your last sexual partner? 

Other…………………. 88 

No (Skip to Q107)   0 
105 The last time you had sex, did you use a condom? 

Yes 1 

Prevent pregnancy 1 

Prevent STIs 2 106 Why did you use a condom? 

Both 3 

No 0 
107 Did you use a condom every time you had sex in the last year? 

Yes 1 
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Section 13: Literacy Test 
 
Hand the literacy test sheet to the respondents and  ask them to complete it. Do not read out the 
questions. Encourage the respondent to try to compl ete at the least the first question. After they hav e 
finished thank them for the interview, score the te st and circle the result code.  

Literate 1 

Semi-literate 2 108 

If answers are all correct , code 1 literate 

If some answers are incorrect , code 2 semi-literate 

If answers are all incorrect , code 3 illiterate 
Illiterate 3 

Interviewer comments: 
 
Please note anything unusual about the interview th at may effect the data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank the respondent very much for taking time to a nswer all these questions. 
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1 

 
Please draw a line from each picture to the correct word 
 

 
 
Cow 

 
 
 
 

Shirt 
 
 
 
 
 

Corn 
 
 
 

 

 

 
2 

 
Please write the name of the village, commune and district where you live 
every day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3 

 
Please write the correct number and letter using the picture below 
 

Number 
 
 
 
Letter 
 
 

 
 

 

 
4 

 
Please tell me what time it is? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


